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Let's propose some questions for tonight's debate at Washington University. 

The first question is for Sen. Kerry. Hardly anybody likes you. Even old classmates seem to speak disparagingly of you. In the primaries, the real passion was always for other people. The slogan that captured that best was the one your own supporters had in Iowa - "Dated Dean. Married Kerry." They loved Dean but thought you had the best chance to win in November. What's up with this? Why don't people like you? 

The next question is for President Bush. People like you. If this election were about which candidate would be best to have over for a beer, you'd win in a landslide - and you don't even drink! You went to an exclusive prep school in Massachusetts and then to Yale. Except for the occasional pizza delivery guy, you had no contact with the middle class. Yet you come across as a regular guy. How do you explain this? 

Another question for Sen. Kerry. You've been in the U.S. Senate for 20 years, but you never talk about any legislative accomplishments, and apparently for good reason, if you catch my drift. Most people who sort of follow this stuff - citizens who read a newspaper but don't spend their nights watching C-Span - can't hook you up with any particular cause. Not the environment, not education, not foreign policy. What does this say about you? 

Another question for President Bush. In July, the Lancaster New Era newspaper reported that you told a group of Amish supporters that God speaks through you. Other supporters have said you believe that God wants you to be president. This kind of talk sends chills through secular voters. Exactly what is your take on faith and politics in this election? 

The next question is for Sen. Kerry. With an aging population living longer and longer, Social Security will either have to cut benefits or raise taxes, and if it's the latter, the country could be headed toward a generational war. You've criticized the president's proposal to allow workers to establish private accounts, but at least it's a plan. What's yours? 

A question for President Bush. Earlier this week, the government estimated that the budget deficit for fiscal 2004 would hit $415 billion, up $41 billion from last year. Even as we spend more across the board - and not just on defense - you want to make the tax cuts permanent. Would you please address the nation's teenagers and tell them why you think they should pay in the future for what we refuse to pay for now. 

A similar question for Sen. Kerry. You have ambitious plans. You want to spend more on education. You want to add two divisions to the Army. You want to provide health care for everybody. Whenever you're asked how you're going to do something, you say you're going to rescind the tax cuts on people making more than $200,000 a year. Exactly how much is this going to raise, and will it really be enough to do everything? 

A question for President Bush. Researchers at Stanford University and the University of California released a report this week indicating that elementary school reading scores had stalled or declined since Congress passed the No Child Left Behind Act in 2001. A spokesman for the study said: "We could not detect any consistent gains in children's reading scores since passage of the No Child Left Behind reforms." Your education secretary has said, "All across America, test scores are rising." Is somebody having trouble reading the data? 

The next question is for Sen. Kerry. Your wife has resisted calls to release her tax returns. Many of us would argue that it's important for the president - and his or her family - to be completely open in regards to personal finances. Don't you have to give up certain privacy rights if you want to be president? 

The final questions are for both candidates. Discuss a personality trait that your opponent has that you wish you had. And finally, two questions that every man should be able to answer: Who picked out your tie and where did you get it? 
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